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Key Events

16 - 19 January 2017

16 - 19 January 2017

16 - 19 January 2017

Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW) is the ground-breaking global forum that unites thought leaders, policy makers 
and investors to address the challenges of renewable energy and sustainable development. With the global population 
set to reach nine billion by 2030, ADSW promotes collaborative thinking and development to accelerate the sustainable 
solutions needed to support rapid economic and population growth. An Abu Dhabi government initiative, ADSW is the 
largest gathering on sustainability in the Middle East and a significant forum for stimulating international dialogue and 
action.

20 - 21 January 2017

The International Water Summit (IWS) is a global 
platform for promoting water sustainability in 
arid regions. Based in Abu Dhabi, a global hub 
for water innovation, IWS is at the heart of the 
water-energy nexus; the only place where the 
world’s water and energy experts come together.

The World Future Energy Summit (WFES) is the 
foremost annual global event committed to 
advancing future energy and clean technology. 
As the centrepiece of Abu Dhabi Sustainability 
Week, it engages political, business, finance 
and academic leaders to stimulate dialogue, 
innovation, and commercial and investment 
opportunities to drive the development of 
sustainable energy worldwide.

The UAE Programme for Rain Enhancement Science is 
an international research initiative designed to advance 
the science and technology of rain enhancement by 
offering managed grant assistance to selected teams of 
researchers. 

EcoWASTE is a leading international platform 
for advancing sustainable waste management 
and recycling across MENA and beyond. 
Seeing waste as a valuable economic resource, 
EcoWASTE brings together leading local and 
international experts and providers with key 
buyers and decision makers.

The Festival at Masdar City is a  programme that 
engages in a multitude of unique activities. With 
the aim of spreading awareness and educating 
the public about sustainability and clean energy.

The Student Exclusive is a one of a kind youth-
oriented event that takes place during the Abu 
Dhabi Sustainability Week (ADSW). It features an 
exciting program which focuses on sustainability 
and offers creative activations to inspire students’ 
involvement in renewable energy advancement. 

The annual IRENA Assembly is the Agency’s ultimate 
decision-making authority. It brings together high-level 
delegates from all IRENA Member states, and other 
stakeholders in the international community, to speed the 
global transition to renewable energy and address global 
challenges including climate change, energy access and 
energy security.

Abu Dhabi Global Action Day is a platform for policy-
makers and the business community to share ideas and 
insights to advance the global sustainability agenda. The 
event aims to recognize the applicability and viability of 
agreements related to sustainability and renewable energy 
and make realistic, concrete plans on how to advance their 
objectives. 

Global Action Day
16 January 2017

The Zayed Future Energy Prize is the UAE’s international 
awards for renewable energy and sustainability pioneers 
and represents the vision of the nation’s founding father, 
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who championed 
environmental stewardship. Through these annual 
awards, his legacy has ensured that over 202 million 
people’s lives have been positively influenced by the 
winners of the prize since its inception in 2008.

The Awards Ceremony
16 January 2017

14 - 15 January 2017 
General Assembly

Women in Sustainability, Environment and Renewable 
Energy is a bold, action-oriented initiative that 
endeavours to mentor, empower and inspire women to 
be catalysts of innovation, industry leaders and drivers 
of commercial solutions.

17 January 2017
Conference

The ADSW Opening Ceremony initiates four days of 
debate, discussion and cooperation. Attended by over 
3,400 delegates, it brings the world’s sustainability 
community together.The Opening Ceremony

16 January 2017

The Awards Ceremony
17 January 2017

17 January 2017



The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) is mandated as the global hub for renewable energy cooperation 
and information exchange by over 149 Member states and the European Union. Roughly 30 additional countries are in the 
accession process and actively engaged. IRENA supports countries in their transition to a sustainable energy future, and serves 
as the principal platform for international cooperation, a centre of excellence, and a repository of policy, technology, resource 
and financial knowledge on renewable energy. The Assembly is IRENA’s ultimate decision-making authority and is made up of 
one representative from each member. It convenes annually to discuss and decide upon issues such as the work programme, 
the budget, the adoption of reports, applications for membership and potential amendments to the Agency’s activities.

For more information visit: www.irena.org

International Renewable Energy                                
Agency (IRENA) General Assembly

Every year, at the beginning of Abu Dhabi Sustainability week in January, our world class Opening Ceremony initiates four days 
of debate, discussion and cooperation. Attended by over 3,400 delegates – from world leaders and policymakers to business 
leaders, scientists and academics – it brings the world’s sustainability community together. 

For more information visit: www.adsw.ae

The Opening Ceremony

IRENA Headquarters



The Zayed Future Energy Prize         
Awards Ceremony

The Zayed Future Energy Prize was established by the UAE leadership in honour of the environmental, social and economic 
sustainability advocated by the nation’s founding father Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan.

The US$4 million annual awards invites innovators from around the world to be part of a growing community, committed to 
finding solutions that will meet the challenges of climate change, energy security and the environment.

Since its inception, the Zayed Future Energy Prize has recognised 48 pioneers in sustainability from all over the world. This 
underlines the truly global reach of the prize and the farsighted vision shown by the UAE leadership in sustainability and 
renewable energy.

For more information visit: www.zayedfutureenergyprize.com
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Abu Dhabi Global Action Day, is a platform for policy-makers and the business community to align on taking action to advance 
the global sustainability agenda. As many of the global agreements pertaining to sustainability and renewable energy – 
including the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement - may seem theoretical or abstract outside the policy 
community, Global Action Day aims to recognise the applicability and viability of such agreements and make realistic, concrete 
plans on how to advance their objectives. 

For more information visit: www.adsw.ae

Global Action Day

Global Action Day



The World Future Energy Summit (WFES) is the foremost annual global event committed to advancing future energy and clean 
technology. As the centrepiece of Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, it engages political, business, finance and academic leaders 
to stimulate dialogue, innovation, and commercial and investment opportunities to drive the development of sustainable 
energy worldwide. 

By bringing thousands of future energy specialists together, WFES is a highly effective platform for promoting the latest
solutions, generating leads and identifying new business potential.

For more information visit: www.wfes.ae

The World Future Energy Summit The International Water Summit

The International Water Summit (IWS) is a global platform for promoting water sustainability in arid regions. Based in 
Abu Dhabi, a global hub for water innovation, IWS is at the heart of the water-energy nexus; the only place where the world’s 
water and energy experts come together. 

At IWS, policymakers, scientists and business leaders tackle the urgent challenges of water waste, access and security, across 
the municipal, industrial and real estate sectors. IWS encourages capacity building by global collaboration and sharing best 
practice, offering cutting-edge solutions, fostering innovation and enabling new opportunities. 

For more information visit: www.internationalwatersummit.com



EcoWASTE is a leading international platform for advancing sustainable waste management and recycling across MENA and 
beyond. Seeing waste as a valuable economic resource, EcoWASTE brings together leading local and international experts 
and providers with key buyers and decision makers. 

Showcasing the latest innovations and technologies, enabling the exchange of best practice, and opening-up new business 
opportunities, it plays an ever more important role in helping municipal authorities, industry and large corporations to meet 
ambitious landfill and recycling targets. 

For more information visit: www.ecowaste.ae

EcoWASTE

Founded by Masdar, Abu Dhabi’s renewable energy company, and the Zayed Future Energy Prize, WiSER is a bold, action-
oriented initiative that mentors, empowers and inspires women to be catalysts of innovation, industry leaders and drivers of 
commercial solutions, in order to expand and secure access to energy, water and food while mitigating climate change. 

The platform promotes the role women play in industries related to science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). At its heart, WiSER exists to encourage greater female participation and decision making in STEM fields and share 
knowledge with young women through mentorship. The WiSER initiative holds its annual conference in Abu Dhabi as a side 
event of ADSW.

For more information visit: www.masdar.ae/wiser

The WiSER Initiative Conference



The Student Exclusive is a one of a kind youth-oriented event that takes place during the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week 
(ADSW). It features an exciting programme which focuses on sustainability and offers creative activities to inspire students’ 
involvement in renewable energy advancement. January 2017 will mark the second edition of the Student Exclusive as it 
continues to support ADSW’s mission to raise awareness about sustainable development by giving UAE youth an opportunity 
to participate in the largest sustainability gathering in the Middle East. 

For more information visit: www.adsw.ae

The UAE Programme for Rain Enhancement Science is an international research initiative designed to advance the science 
and technology of rain enhancement by offering managed grant assistance to selected teams of researchers. The Programme 
is managed by the National Centre of Meteorology and Seismology (NCMS) as part of its mission to support research in 
weather modification. In its second cycle, the UAE Research Programme for Rain Enhancement Science has witnessed a 
widened geographical participation - receiving 91 pre-proposals, representing 398 scientists and researchers affiliated to 180 
institutes from 45 countries. The programme will announce up to five projects as recipients of a total grant of US$5 million to 
be awarded over a three-year period at a ceremony during the Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week in January 2017.

For more information visit: www.uaerep.ae 

The Student Exclusive The UAE Research Programme for Rain 
Enhancement Science



The community-focused Festival @Masdar City extends the spirit of ADSW to the general public. Organised by Masdar and 
hosted in Masdar City, the event seeks to inspire UAE residents to adopt more sustainable practices through a collection of 
fun-filled activities, live music and entertainment, eco-shops, food stalls and educational workshops for children – all in the
 sustainable surroundings of Masdar City.

For more information visit: www.adsw.ae

The Festival @ Masdar City ADSW 2016 Highlights
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Zayed Future Energy Prize 

Awards Ceremony

The Student Exclusive
Abu Dhabi Sustainability 

Week Opening Ceremony

Masdar stand at the Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week Exhibition

The Women in Sustainability, Environment and 
Renewable Energy Conference

Abu Dhabi Sustainability 
Week Opening Ceremony



“Our energy demands will grow by 
more than a third by 2035. If we don’t 
do something, if we tackle nothing, if 
we don’t make an effort, then we can 
rest assured that disaster will befall 
us.” 
Francois Hollande, President of the French Republic

“We are here to build a new energy 
future… a future that harnesses the 
power of technology and innovation 
in the service of people and the 
planet. Sustainable energy for all is 
within our reach.”
Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General, United Nations

“Abu Dhabi’s bold vision for 
sustainable energy is transforming 
this nation and inspiring our 
region. No one can predict the 
future, but this much is true: 
Energy requirements will play a  
vital role in determining it.”
 
H.M. Queen Rania Al Abdullah, Queen of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan

“The partnership that we have 
established between the United 
States and Abu Dhabi around 
renewable energy and climate 
change and sustainable development 
that takes advantage of human 
capital, is one of the most important 
partnerships for the future that we 
could be pursuing.”
 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, former Secretary of State of the United 
States of America

170
countries represented

832627
exhibiting companies 
from 45 countries

35,604
attendees

Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week in Numbers*
 
* based on 2016 statistics

press 
registrations

3,500
200

opening ceremony delegates

more than  

high level speakers



The Growth of Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week

84

84

111

137

11,000

18,850

24,500
26,000

Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week addresses 
a regional and global need for a common 
platform to address a number of critical and 
interrelated issues. The importance of this 
platform to stakeholders from around the 
world can be seen in the sustained growth of 
this week – from a single conference in 2008 
to the eight-day event that is taking place this 
year. 

2008
The 1st World Future 
Energy Summit (WFES) 
welcomes 11,000 
attendees from 84 
countries

2009
The 2nd WFES takes 
place with 18,850 
attendees from 84 
countries.

The 1st Zayed Future 
Energy Prize (ZFEP) 
Awards Ceremony 

Abu Dhabi is selected 
to host the International 
Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) 
Headquarters

2010
The 3rd WFES takes place

The 2nd ZFEP Awards 
Ceremony takes place

Launch of the Masdar 
Institute of Science and 
Technology in Abu Dhabi

Clean Energy Preparatory 
Meeting, an initiative 
of the United States 
Department of Energy is 
held in Abu Dhabi

2011
The 4th WFES takes 
place with 26,000 
attendees from 137 
countries

The 3rd ZFEP Awards 
Ceremony 

The 1st IRENA General 
Assembly 

Clean Energy Ministerial 
(CEM 2), is held during 
the week

Eye on Earth Summit is 
held during the week 

2013
Launch of the Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week 
(ADSW)

The 6th WFES takes place 
with 30,000 attendees 
from 155 countries

The 5th ZFEP Awards 
Ceremony 

The 3rd IRENA General 
Assembly 

The 1st International 
Water Summit 

Abu Dhabi International 
Renewable Energy 
Conference (ADIREC) is 
held during ADSW

The 1st energy ministerial 
of the Summit of South 
American-Arab countries 
(ASPA) is held during 
ADSW

2014
The 2nd Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week 

The 7th WFES takes 
place with more than 
30,000 attendees and 
150 countries

The 6th ZFEP Awards 
Ceremony

The 4th IRENA General 
Assembly 

The 2nd  International 
Water Summit 

The 1st EcoWaste 
Exhibition

The 1st Global Leaders’ 
Summit

The Sustainable 
Cities Conference (in 
association with IEEE 
– Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics 
Engineers)

The World Energy 
Leaders’ Summit (in 
association with World 
Energy Council)

2016
The 6th General 
Assembly of the 
International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA)

The 8th Zayed Future 
Energy Prize Awards 
Ceremony

The 2nd Women 
in Sustainability, 
Environment and 
Renewable Energy 
conference

Launch of the Future 
Cities Forum in 
cooperation with IRENA 
and the UN Habitat

Launch of the Egypt 
Energy Forum

Launch of the Global 
Action Day

Launch of the The 
Students Exclusive @ 
ADSW

The 3rd Festival @ 
Masdar City

2017
The 10th World Future
Energy Summit 

The 7th General Assembly 
of the International 
Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA)

The 9th Zayed Future 
Energy Prize Awards 
Ceremony

The 3rd Women 
in Sustainability, 
Environment and 
Renewable Energy 
conference

The 2nd edition of Global 
Action Day

The 2nd edition of The 
Students Exclusive @ 
ADSW

The 4th Festival @ Masdar 
City

2015
The 3rd Abu Dhabi 
Sustainability Week 

The 5th General Assembly 
of the International 
Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA)

The 7th Zayed Future 
Energy Prize Awards 
Ceremony 

The 8th World Future 
Energy Summit takes 
place with 33,500 
attendees from 170 
countries

The 2nd Global Leaders’ 
Summit

The 3rd International 
Water Summit

The 2nd EcoWaste 
Exhibition

The 2nd Festival @ 
Masdar City

The 1st Abu Dhabi Solar 
Challenge Awards

Exhibit/ demonstration 
of Solar Impulse 
Airplane

136

155

170 170 170

26,000

30,000
32,000

33,500

35,604

Countries

Attendees

2012

The 5th WFES takes 
place with 26,000 
attendees from 136 
countries

The 4th ZFEP 
Awards Ceremony 

The 2nd IRENA 
General Assembly 

United Nation’s 
year of 
“Sustainable 
Energy for All” is 
announced during 
WFES



5,438
Authors that developed 
online news about ADSW

47
Languages used to report 
ADSW in the media

Articles published about the event 

62
Number of countries in which ADSW was reported

Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week 2016 in the media 20,000 
562 million

users participated in the campaign on Twitter

G e n e r a t i n g

I m p r e s s i o n s

#ADSW2016 #ActionSpeaksLouder #Masdar
#ZFEP#WFES2016 #اسبوع_ابوظبي_لالستدامة

#مصدر#اقوال_وافعال
#المهرجان_في_مدينة_مصدر

The advertising value equivalency for ADSW coverage is

 28.5 million
mentions on social media

37, 459

9,535



Atlantic Council Global Energy Forum
Launched by the Atlantic Council and in partnership with the UAE Ministry of Energy, 
the Global Energy Forum in Abu Dhabi will concentrate on the intersection of 
geopolitics and global energy markets. The event will bring together leading policy-
makers and business leaders from around the world to discuss the most effective 
ways to strengthen energy markets, advance new technologies, and foster climate 
action. The first Global Energy Forum will look into disruptive trends in energy 
systems and technologies, and examine oil, gas, nuclear, and renewable energy 
market developments in the context of major political and security challenges.
 
Solar Expo
With the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region set to tender 4GW of solar 
projects in 2016, the industry will see continued growth as MENA looks for clean, 
reliable and cost-effective renewable energy solutions. The Solar Expo 2017 will 
deliver opportunities to build stronger networks with a high-profile audience of 
investors, partners, government officials and buyers. It’s the ultimate place to make 
connections and secure business in new markets. 
 
Energy Efficiency Expo
Anticipating the growing demand for energy efficiency solutions, the WFES Energy 
Efficiency Expo will address the challenges and opportunities of reduced energy 
consumption. Energy Efficiency Expo is committed to organisations and people 
adopting energy-efficient technology in buildings. It is the ideal platform to market 
energy-efficient solutions and develop new business opportunities.  Meeting energy 
efficiency targets through a strategy of community, government and commercial 
sector collaboration will translate directly into reduced operating expenses.
 
Sustainable Transport Zone
The 2016 World Future Energy Summit (WFES) saw the launch of the first dedicated 
Sustainable Transport zone – a forum for regional and international manufacturers 
and distributors to discuss the latest developments and generate new business 
opportunities. Sustainable Transport offers a platform for unlocking direct financial 
savings and new business opportunities through the showcasing of technology, 
products and future concepts.

What’s new at ADSW 2017
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PART OF ABU DHABI SUSTAINABILITY WEEK 2017
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EFFICIENCY
E N E R G Y

EXPO

CALLING INNOVATORS
IN RENEWABLE ENERGY

AND SUSTAINABILITY 

The Zayed Future Energy Prize empowers global efforts by recognising and awarding 
exceptional solutions in renewable energy and sustainability.

Large Corporation: Recognition Award
Small and Medium Enterprise: US$1,500,000

Non-Profit Organisation: US$1,500,000
Lifetime Achievement Award: US$500,000

Global High Schools: US$500,000, 
divided between five geographic regions

AWARD CATEGORIES

For more information, please visit

www.ZayedFutureEnergyPrize.com
STAY CONNECTED

1 2  - 1 3  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7



For more information visit: www.adsw.ae
Stay connected

youtube.com/masdarvideostwitter.com/masdarfacebook.com/masdar.ae instagram.com/masdarofficial


